NAOMI EDELBERG JANCHES
Meomi's passion for giass has lead 1o the creation of many coloniul works of art.
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When you meet Naomi Edel-
berg Janches and she talks to
vou about her work with
stained glass, it 18 easy to be
drawn in. Her passion and
excitement about the medium
and the fact that she is staying
busy with commissions radi-
aves.

Though she got hooked on
stained glass work long ago, it
wasn't until 1997 that she was
ready to strike out on her own.
While living back East, she
found a space below a local cof-
fee house that became her
gallery. Unlike many artists
trying to transition from side-
line to sustainable income, she
gaid “no™ to selling seventeen-
dollar sun catchers. Instead
ghe focused on functional work
that challenged her skills and
creativity at the time.

After finding success with
“patio stones,” mosaic glass
arrangements hand cut and set
in concrete, she received a
commission that would move
her work in a fantastic direc-
tion. Like many life changing
events, there were many things
all happening at once leaving
little time for questioning.
Just as she was preparing for a
move out of the country she

was asked to create a plece that
was in a style she had recently
begun exploring. With little
time to worry about all the
things that could have gone
wrong, she began to carefully
and steadily éut and carve fex-
tured and colored glass. The
work that evolved communi-
cated a sensual form that com-
plimented and at the same time
challenged the medium’s nat-
ural tendencies.

This has now become her
signature style, though she is
vary capable of producing the
maost technically perfect sun
catcher you have ever seen as
well as traditional deslgn if the
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space calls for them, MNaomi is
looking forward to teaching in
the future, perhaps after she
gattles nto her new home with
her hushand and son. Look for
her work showing around Med-
erland in the neaffuture,
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